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HUNDRED DRAWS 
ASIAN INVESTORS

INDIAN billionaires and Indian Amer-
ican tech tycoons are among new own-
ers of franchises in the Hundred crick-
et league. 

Mukesh Ambani, Nikesh Arora and 
Sanjiv Goenka have in recent  
days invested in English cricket by ac-
quiring a minority share in some of the 
Hundred teams. 

The Hundred is a 100-ball cricket 
competition featuring world-class play-
ers. Eight city-based teams, created spe-
cifically for the tournament, will com-
pete over five weeks every summer. 

English cricket chiefs are aiming to 
bring in private money to attract the 
world’s top players in a competitive 
global market. 

The owners of the Indian Premier 
League (IPL), the Mumbai Indi-
ans – the wealthiest cricket 
league franchise in the world 
– won the auction last week 
to buy a 49 per cent stake in 
Oval Invincibles, the 
champions in the men’s 
category last year. 

Ambani-owned Reliance 
Industries Limited (RIL) se-
cured the minority 
stake in a virtual auc-
tion, worth approxi-
mately £60 million, 
reports said. 

Reliance will 
now enter a  
period of exclusiv-
ity during which 
they will negotiate 
with Surrey  

County Cricket Club and the 
England and Wales Cricket 
Board (ECB). 

The Invincibles, based at 
Surrey’s London home 
ground, the Oval, are two-
time defending champi-
ons in the men’s 100-ball 
competition, while Mum-
bai Indians are viewed as 

the most powerful IPL franchise. US-
based Arora joined hands with Satya 
Nadella, Shantanu Narayen, and Sundar 
Pichai – the chief executives of Micro-
soft, Adobe, and Google, respectively – 
to acquire a stake in the London Spirit 
team, which won last year’s women’s ti-
tle, for a reported fee of £145m. The deal 
valued the franchise at £295m. 

Marylebone Cricket Club, the owners 

of the historic Lord’s ground in north 
London and the custodian of the laws of 
the game, will now enter into an eight-
week period of negotiations with the 
consortium to determine the precise de-
tails of the deal. 

“It is with great pleasure that I am able 
to announce that Cricket Investor Hold-
ings Limited, a consortium led by Nikesh 

Wealthy US and India businesses buy stakes in ECB franchises

Continued on page 4
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TOP PRIZE: The Oval Invincibles, now 

co-owned by Mukesh Ambani, are two-time 

defending champions in the men’s 100-ball 

competition; (inset) Ambani with wife Nita
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by AMIT ROY

CHILA BURMAN, who lit up Tate  
Britain during the dark days of the  
Covid pandemic in 2020 and the West 
End of London last year, has now put 
her trademark tiger on the quayside  
façade of the Imperial War Museum 
North in Manchester.

For her new commission, called Chila 
Welcomes You, the artist has brought her 
personal perspective to “the heritage of 
conflict and stories of Indian migration 
to Britain after the Second World War”.

Chila – the artist is now so well known 
that she is always referred to by her first 
name rather than Burman – was born 
and brought up in Liverpool, 35 miles 
from Manchester or an hour on the M62.

Chila’s neons, reflected in the waters 
of the Quayside in Trafford Wharf, in-
clude not only a tiger, but also a lotus, a 
peacock and her heroine, Rani Laksh-
mibai of Jhansi, one of India’s first female 
freedom fighters.

Having lived and worked in Calcutta 
(now Kolkata) for 16 years, Chila’s father, 
Bachan Singh Burman, arrived in Britain 
in 1954 and managed to rent a room in 
Mulgrave Street, Toxteth, in Liverpool. 
He was joined shortly afterwards by his 
wife, Kamala Devi, and their daughter 
and son, Ashra and Achar. Three other 
children – Chila, Ashok and Ashan (who 
has passed away) – were born in Britain. 
Chila has been inspired by the tiger cut-
out on top of the van from which her fa-
ther sold ice-cream.

In the exhibition inside the IWM, Chi-
la has used images of her parents, herself 
as a schoolgirl, her first work in tapestry, 
a cornershop in neon recalling the one 
her mother had, and an animated film 
she made with the help of students from 
Manchester’s School of Digital Arts.

Eastern Eye readers are familiar with 
Chila’s work. What is new is a recording 
of an interview her father gave to a 
neighbour in the early 1990s, in which he 
talked of the Indian freedom struggle 
and especially about Subhas Chandra 
Bose seeking Japanese help to throw the 
British rulers out of India. The quality of 
the recording is surprisingly good. 

Chila Welcomes You is part of the IWM 
14-18 NOW Legacy Fund. 

Led by Imperial War Museums, the 
fund is a national partnership pro-
gramme of over 20 artist commissions 
inspired by the heritage of conflict. It was 
created following the success of 14-18 
NOW, the official UK arts programme for 
the First World War centenary.

Launching the exhibition last Wednes-
day (29), Caro Howell, director general  

of the Imperial War Museum, said: “Chi-
la’s commission has allowed us to ex-
plore together histories of migration after 
the Second World War, and in that re-
search, Chila has generously shared sto-
ries from her own life, memories from 
childhood and her family’s journey to 
and within the UK.

“It’s the first time that an artist has had 
full run of IWM North,” she pointed out, 
adding, “I cannot think of an artist better 
suited to creating an inviting, striking 
and really significant exhibition for our 
visitors and for the people of Trafford 
and Manchester.”

Turning to Chila, she went on: “We 
have absolutely loved working with you. 
Your creativity and skill are matched on-
ly by your open mindedness, generosity 
and collaborative spirit, and we are so 
thankful that you trusted us to realise 
your extraordinary artistic vision.”

Chila responded by saying: “What a 
fantastic opportunity to be commissioned 
to make new work. It’s an artist’s dream.”

She hoped Asian families in Liverpool 
and Manchester would come to her  
exhibition and “feel at home in this 
space. A lot of Indian families  
unfortunately don’t go to art galleries. 
They make a (mental) partition and 
don’t step into these spaces. We are  
going to do a lot of outreach work in 
mandirs and gurdwaras.”

Rebecca Newell, head of art for Impe-
rial War Museums, said Chila did a 
small er commission, The Shining Lights 
of Service, for the organisation at the 
Royal Pavilion in Brighton in 2023. 

“That was about the contribution of 
Indian soldiers to Brighton, and particu-
larly a focus on the pavilion and conva-
lescence during the First World War, and 
some of the stories and kind of complex-
ities around that,” she said.

She explained the Imperial War Muse-
um included establishments in London 
and Manchester, plus HMS Belfast and the 
Churchill War Rooms in London and Dux-
ford airfield in Cambridgeshire. Together, 
they attract 2.5 million visitors a year.

The IWM has worked with 20 artists, 
Chila being the most recent.

“Those at Chila’s level”, said Newell, 
“include Heather Phillipson, Michael Ra-
kowitz, an American Iraqi artist, a Euro-
pean circus troupe called Company XY, 
and Kathy Wilkes. The brief to all of the 
artists, the thing that unites them all, is 
that we asked them to explore the heri-
tage of conflict.”

Iris Veysey, senior curator, IWM 14-18 
Now Legacy Fund, said that the brief to 
Chila was to respond to events and 
themes surrounding “the Indian inde-

pendence movement, the Partition of In-
dia and histories of migration from India 
to the UK”.

To make it easier for the older genera-
tion of British Asians, “text in the gallery 
is provided in English and in Punjabi. 
Chila has Punjabi heritage. But we’ve  
also provided translations in Urdu and 
Bengali, because those are the most spo-
ken south Asian languages in the Greater 
Manchester area.”

IWM North opened in 2002. The area 
where it stands was ravaged by war. 

IWM states: “When IWM decided to 
build a museum in the North of England, 
the wartime history of Trafford Park 
made it stand out as an ideal location. It 
was here that vital munitions were built 
for the First and Second World Wars and 
here that factories churned out muni-
tions, tanks and engines to support the 
war effort.

“Trafford Park was a main target in the 

Manchester Blitz, which caused exten-
sive damage to factories and warehouses 
in the area. The site that IWM North 
stands on today is where the Hovis grain 
silos once stood, before they were 
bombed and burnt down in the Second 
World War. When the foundations were 
dug for the museum, shrapnel and an 
anti-aircraft cartridge shell were found.

“Housed in an iconic aluminium clad 
building, representing a globe shattered 
by conflict, IWM North is the first muse-
um in the UK to be designed by interna-
tionally acclaimed architect Daniel Libe-
skind. Libeskind created the building to 
enhance the museum’s subject matter – 
the sharp angles, sloping floors, leaning 
walls and imposing exterior are deliber-
ately in place to unsettle and disorientate 
the visitor, intensifying the collections 
and stories within.

“When Libeskind came up with the 
broken-globe concept, he dropped a tea-

pot – the nearest object to hand with a 
spherical shape – out of his studio win-
dow in Berlin and used the broken piec-
es as inspiration for IWM North’s three 
shards. He apparently sealed the teapot 
in a plastic bag before dropping it.

“Libeskind wanted the building to be a 
symbol of the effects of war, so he came 
up with the concept of a globe shattered 
into three pieces – and though it’s been 
put back together, (he realised) it will 
never be the same again. That’s why IWM 
North is made up of the EarthShard, Wa-
terShard and the AirShard – to represent 
conflict on land, sea and in the air.”

A range of Chila’s products, including 
a bespoke neon, has been specially de-
veloped for the commission and is on 
sale in the IWM North shop.
� Chila Welcomes You is at the Imperial 
War Museum North, The Quays, Trafford 
Wharf, Manchester M17 1TZ until Au-
gust 31, 2025

Chila casts ‘neon’ light on 
Indian migration stories
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ARTIST’S EXHIBITION AT IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM NORTH EXPLORES HERITAGE OF CONFLICT

DAZZLING ART: (Clockwise from this image) Chila 

Burman shows her work in tapestry; with Caro Howell; 

the IWM North; (top, from left) Chila’s father; her mother; 

the façade of IWM North; and Chila as a schoolgirl
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